
[Signed]
W.M. Campbell
Agent for the Government of
Australia

[Signed]
T. Caughley
Agent for the Government of
New Zealand

(d) Response to Tribunal’s Questions by Japan submitted on 20 August
1999

Response to Tribunal’s Questions
Dated 20 August 1999

On behalf of the Government of Japan, I submit the following responses to the
questions from the Tribunal dated 20 August 1999.

(i) The time of year when fishing for SBT commences, and whether the time
is the same or varies for individual parties.

The nominal start of Japan’s fishing season is March 1 and ends 
February 28. The actual start for Japan generally is in April and the actual
end date is in or before December. For the 1999 fishing season, Japan
started fishing on April 15.

New Zealand’s fishing year runs January 1 – December 31.
Australia’s fishing year has varied from year-to-year, with start dates

ranging from October 1 to December 15 (i.e., anywhere from 2–1/2 to 
5 months before Japan’s fishing season nominally starts). See Attachment
A (from Report of the Fifth Annual Meeting of the CCSBT, 22–26
February 1999).

(ii) The length of the period (in months) during which parties fish for their
allocated quotas of the TAC for the year, and whether this period is the
same for all parties or varies from party to party.

The Japanese fleet fishes as follows (numbered Areas are shown on the
attached map):

Off Tasmania (Areas 4 and 7): 15 April – July.
Cape area (Area 9): 1 May – August
South Indian Ocean (Areas 2 and 8): 1 September – December
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(iii) The expected commencement date of the 1999/2000 fishing season for
each of the parties.

As indicated above, the nominal start of the next fishing year for the
Japanese fleet is March 1, 2000, but the actual start is not anticipated until
April 2000.

August 20, 1999

[Signed]
Kazuhiko Togo
Agent for the Government of Japan
Director-General, Treaties Bureau
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
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– Domestic southern bluefin tuna catch by Australian state, gear and
quota year, 1988–89 to 1997–98 (also submitted as Attachment A to
Attachment 13 to Annex 18 to the Response of Japan)
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– SBT Statistical Area
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